
 "I hate Stanley. He is the worst President that Stony 
Brook has ever had. I don't care that his wife is Chinese. 
He has done more to hurt Asians than any President. 
Each year we have a problem with him trying to hurt 
us."  
 That was said by 'Oliver' Li at his graduation dinner 
this past May. Oliver came to Stony Brook as an 
undergraduate international student five years ago. His 
fiancée still has two more years so he decided to stay 
and get his MBA here too.  
 Former President John Toll brought Nobel physicist 
CN Yang to campus and made Stony Brook more 
famous in China than Harvard. Each year for more than 
45 years now, when the Nobel prizes are announced, 
everyone in China hears six words, "Yang Chen Ning 
SUNY Stony Brook." 
 Former President Shirley Kenny, reluctantly at first 
but smart enough to see the writing on the wall, agreed 
to the creation of the Department of Asian and Asian 
American Studies and the Charles B. Wang Asian 
American Center.  
 Three years ago Oliver dealt with the threatened 
closure of that department because President Stanley 
wanted budget cuts, even if it meant cutting 
departments and faculty.  
 Two years ago Oliver dealt with students and 
alumni trying to save the 15th annual Asian and Asian 
American Leadership Awards Ceremony at graduation 
because President Stanley wouldn't overrule the Office 
of Special Events. 
Although never 
involved in it, t h e y  
ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ want 
it to happen.    
 This year Oliver 
proudly gave a 
speech to his fellow 

student leaders, and to his parents who had 
flown in from China, when he got his leadership award 
at the 16th awards ceremony. Although the 15th was 
ƘŜƭŘ ΨƛƭƭŜƎŀƭƭȅΩΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƳŀǊǘ 
enough to make sure the 16th was allowed. Alumni had 
written powerful letters of support about how that 
ceremony was their most rewarding one. 
 Four years ago Oliver won first prize in the Wang 
Center photo contest. This year he wrote about the 
planned aesthetic destruction of the Wang Center by 
dorms to be built behind it, the Toll Drive Residences. 
Even though an equivalent site on another side of the 
same Union parking lot was never considered, Stanley 
gave his blessing.  ¦¢ !ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ ǎǘŀŘƛǳƳ ŘƻǊƳǎ ŀǊŜ ƛǘǎ 
most popular. We could have the same here - without 
ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅƛƴƎ ²ŀƴƎΦ ²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǿŜΚ ! ŦƻǊƳŜǊ C{! .ƻŀǊŘ 
member said the planning committee was afraid of the 
άǘǊŜŜ-ƘǳƎƎŜǊǎέ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΦ   
 The result?  Trees - 1, Asians - 0. 
 Oliver is an alumnus Stony Brook should have 
wanted to court. He invested a half million dollars in the 
¦{ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 9.-5 program to buy his American 
citizenship. He purchased a half million dollar home, 
cash, and like Ward Melville during the Depression, 
plans to buy many more. Then if the economy is still 
bad when he graduates, he will have rental income 
from new students. 
 Given how Oliver feels, what is the probability he 
would make an alumni donation while Stanley is 

President? Why 
would any Asian 
alumni? When 
Stony Brook finally 
gets a new 
president, how long 
will it take to undo 
the damage?  
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